-WHAT SHOULD I DO BEFORE AN AUDITION?-Do your homework! Read or watch the show before auditions. Make sure you know what the
whole show is about! If you’re watching the show on YouTube, stay open to changes the
director may want within the character. Directors generally do NOT want a replica of another
director’s show!
-Know the audition requirements. I know this seems obvious, but sometimes people forget! If
your requirements ask for an upbeat song from the 50’s, don’t come in singing a power ballad
from your favorite pop song. No matter how great you are at singing that song, the directors
may think you’re not great at following the rules. Remember: You can only make a first
impression ONE time, so make it a great one!
-Research the roles you are interested in portraying. What are their motives? What story are
they trying to tell? Consider the type of speech they might be using. (Do they have an accent?
Should your speech be proper, slang, or something in between?) How would this character
carry themselves? (Would they stand upright? Do they have a limp? A ditzy girl might hop
around a lot, or an 18th century Shakespearian character might stand very tall, for example.)
Do they have any mannerisms they do that make them special? (Twirling their hair, pushing up
their glasses, chewing gum, tapping their foot when they are nervous?) When preparing how
you will play a role, make sure no matter what you do, you’re staying true to that character.
Remember: in acting, it’s someone else’s story we’re trying to tell. Parts of yourself can shine
through, but make sure it’s something your character would do!
-Understand the time period and any references to it. If you don’t know what “factitious”
means for example, just look it up in the dictionary! As directors, we’ll be aware you don’t
know that word, just as much as you are! Be prepared!
-Do not copy another person’s performance. Trust yourself and your choices. If you see
someone else doing a great job, that doesn’t mean your audition can’t be great in your own
way as well. There’s only one of everyone, and no one is ever as good as the original.
-More on motives- If you’re confused to what a “motive” is, it’s simply the reason for doing
something. Sometimes, a motive could be long term, (for example, my motive is to get that
boy to go to prom with me) or sometimes, a motive could be short term (my motive for eating
is to fulfill my need for hunger) No matter what though, there is a motive for EVERY single
thing we do! Make sure when you’re acting, the character you’re trying to portray is true to
what their motives are.
-Everyone has something special that makes them who they are. Think about what makes you
special. Use these things to your advantage when thinking about preparing for your audition.
Do you have big eyes that are very expressive? Use them! Do you have a big beautiful smile?
SMILE! Try to think of the things that make you unique, standing out against hundreds of
others is half of the battle!
-Perform your audition piece for another person before you audition. This will help you to be
more confidant before the audition date!

-HOW SHOULD I PRESENT MYSELF IN AN AUDITION?-Speak clearly and with purpose. The minute you walk into that room, you’re audition begins. Hold
yourself tall, and always remain PROFESSIONAL!!
-Introduce yourself and your monologue.
-Wear something memorable. Think business casual with a punch. (Add a pop of color, a blue scarf, a
red hair bow, or some bright green shoes! The possibilities are endless!)
-After you introduce yourself, take a moment to get into character for your song or monologue. There
should be a clear distinction between YOUR personality and the CHARACTER’S personality.
-In some auditions, there will be cold readings, (meaning something you did not have prepared) and
sometimes, they will ask for a prepared monologue. If the directors let you choose, choose something
that suits you. Again, play to your strengths. Never take a risk on something you maybe think you could
do well, instead take risks on something you are already KNOW you will do well! Your choices should be
age and content appropriate. (If you’re in high school, try choosing something you know about, instead
of trying to play a 40 year old male with 3 kids who just lost his job. Because you’re young, your look
for that reading won’t be relatable!)
-Always say thank you, and remain professional. It’s important to create a good impression. Make
people WANT to work with you. Professionalism and manners are the first steps in achieving that goal!
(Your MOTIVE!)

-THE CALL-BACK-Many directors will ask some people to come in for a “call-back”, or basically a second audition. If you
do not see your name on the call-back list, do not count yourself out for a part, or for not getting into
the show. This simply means the panel needs to see a few people a second time to see how they would
read different parts in casting.
-Treat your call-back using all the fundamentals of your first audition.
-Try to wear the same thing you wore to your first audition to call-backs. If they remembered you the
way you were the first time you audition, they will visually want to remember you the same way again.
-DO NOT MEMORIZE YOUR CALL-BACK SIDES! Directors will usually give you a side, a song, or a few of
each for you to look over before call-backs. Be familiar with the material, know what it is about, and
who your character is, but be willing to change! The director’s job is to direct, and that happens even
starting at call-backs!
-BE OPEN!!! Sometimes a director might have you read for a part you originally might not thought of.
Remember it’s the panel of director’s vision, and they might like something about you that you could
bring out in a character you would have never thought of. Take the risk and go with it. In my life, some
of the best parts ever played were cast this way.
-Some directors might ask some silly things of you during call-backs. Only do what you are comfortable
with, but sometimes, the director just might simply want to see how well you take direction.
**MOST IMPORTANTLY!! Auditions and call backs should be FUN!!! Once you learn how to have fun
auditioning, it will become so much easier. Do not get overwhelmed to audition, but again, play to your
strengths. Smile, shine, and break a leg!

